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NEWSLETTER 14
Ok it is Christmas soon and polocrosse is still going on behind the scene. I had a week off the computer and am doing the catch up now before I start shopping and enjoying the silly season.

The Perth Club has had one of its busiest and most successful seasons. This was a very long season for our members who represented WA at the Nationals. We had an average of four teams represent the club at each carnival, all carnivals were attended and though we did not win finals at every carnival, all grades did win at different carnivals. This shows that the lower grades are being looked after and we have strong young players coming up through the grades.

Administration and bookwork has been huge this year. Perth have put a proposal in to host the Nationals in 2008 at our grounds at the State Equestrian Centre. We are up against Moonyoonooka and Capel. On the advice of Events Corp a survey was conducted at the Albury Nationals with very favourable feedback for Perth. I have been working very closely with the CEO at the Equestrian Centre (sporthorse expo), attended The First Clubs Conference, Leaders Conference (both ran by sports and rec), Healthway, volunteer, events management, and sponsorship seminars. These were all very educational and beneficial to our club. Kerryn attended the volunteer seminar with me and I am sure she is interested in becoming our volunteer coordinator, which I would like on our committee. As the constitution is being changed we could vote the above in and also our new shirts. I have a verbal sponsor for the shirts and the process is just starting.

An application to Sports and Recreation for a grant for steel yards was extremely time consuming and very challenging to do. I have got to know Jarron at the City of Swan because of it. He has been very helpful. How successful we are will not be known until March I think. I know the grants are being reviewed now.

Penny Evens has been helping me with sponsorship proposals and I wish to thank Deveraux for allowing me to use Penny in work hours and thankyou to Penny for all your time out of hours as well.

I have joined the club with Swan Volunteers. Gloria, Norm and I are having afternoon tea with The Mayor and councillors of the City of Swan on Friday.

I had a few outside volunteers help in the canteen at the State Championships and that gave me the idea to join Swan Volunteers. We hopefully will be able to source their pool of volunteers.
Through these seminars and conferences one thing stands out:

· Sport and youth is to be encouraged at the grass roots level

· Governance in sporting bodies has to be sorted

· Insurance has to be in place

· Volunteering has changed

· Volunteers are the most important people and their benefit to Australia is millions of dollars

The State Championships were a huge success. The new tank and repaired pump made sure there were no water problems. New concrete floor and half wall on clubrooms is a huge improvement. Scoreboards fantastic. The fields were our let down as they were mowed too close to the carnival which means they were too short and the lines men too busy. The trophies were top class, a new club member called Kate was responsible for the championship grades and Trish for B grade and below.  Our junior committee are to be congratulated on their effort in running the lolly and ice cream bar, also the raffle. Our” Best Pony” judges come as far South as Kojonup and far North as Geraldton. I thank you all for your dedication and time. Our State Secretary Jo. We thankyou so much, and I thankyou for your patients in putting up with such an amateur. You are the best. 

 I wish to thank all club members for their support and effort you all put in this season. You are the best club. A big thankyou to the outside Vollies who gave up their time to help in a club that is of no benefit to them.

Thank you to our sponsors:

· Waltons, Moora. More than just machinery dealers.

· F Trucks. Parts and accessaries for all Ford F series vehicles.

· The Horse Hospital.  

· Deveraux Holdings

· WR Carpenter Agriculture

· Muchea Auto Electrics

· Dataline Visual Link

· Milner Polocrosse Equipment

· Blue Waters Beef

I would like to have a committee meeting on Wednesday the 8th at 19.30. The venue will be the clubrooms. There is loads of correspondence but no real issues. I need to file the correspondence, I will be there early and if you wish to read all the letters I would advise you do the same. Please let me know if you will be attending and also if you are not. All members please come and have a read also.

The wind up will be in January. Send me some ideas what you would like to do or where you would like to go. I think our juniors should put their bit in too. 

Please have a safe and happy Christmas. I will be in touch in the New Year.

Mary
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